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Executive Summary

Drinking unsafe water causes serious illnesses
and inhibits normal growth and development,
sometimes leading even to death. The
preservation and storage of clean water is
essential to the health of the children we serve.

Assessing the Need

Only 27 percent of India’s population has access
to basic sanitaion - including clean water'.
Groundwater polution further limits the
availablitiy of clean water. In addition to the
threat of waterborne diseases from drinking
unsafe water, many in India face frequent drought
and water shortages.

Many areas where Compassion East India (CEI)
works are rural and lack modern irrigation and
water facilities. Health reports from the country
indicate that many children suffer from gastro-
intestinal diseases due to unsafe drinking water.
It is also common for families to walk long
distances to get water, or even move away from
their villages during the dry season in order to be
closer to water. Many times, it is the children who
are responsible for the exhausting task of
bringing water back to their homes, causing them
to miss school and not participate in many
activities.

During the last four years, CEI has worked hard
to improve these conditions. To date, they have
already been able to provide water to 35 percent
of the child development centers that would
otherwise have had to close during the summer
due to families moving away. The water now
available at these centers is a huge blessing to
about 3,600 children and 7,000 adults.

Providing Water for More Children
This year, CEI is working to intall bore wells at 13
child development centers. Additionally, seven of
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these centers will receive rain water harvesting
and storage systems, ensuring access to clean
water during both the rainy and dry seasons.
Compassion-assisted children and their families
will be able to access the drinking water from the
center and caregivers will receive training on how
to make their own low-cost rain harvesting
systems at home. Regular access to clean water
will improve the children’s physical health and
enable them to continue attending school and
project activities.

Suraj, from project

EI-414, has to walk 6 km to get
drinking water for his family
during summer months. This
often makes him too tired to
attend school and activities at
the Compassion project. Even
after so much hard work to
transport water, the family
often stays thirsty.

Primary Objectives
Specific goals of this activity include:

w Providing clean, safe water to 3,750 children
and their families and 160 staff at 13 child
development centers.

w Ensuring sufficient water is available so that
projects will be able to stay open in dry
months.

w Training in rain water harvesting techniques
to caregivers of Compassion sponsored
children.

w Improving Compassion-assisted children’s
health and school attendance.

Project Specifics

Providing clean water for the children is one of
Compassion East India’s top priorities. In light of
this, Compassion has already directed
undesignated funds to begin work in March 2009.
Your support to this activity will allow these funds
to be redirected to other critical needs of the
ministry.



Below is a list of the child development centers that are in the process of implementing this water
activity. The centers marked with an asterisk (*) indicate the seven projects that will also receive the
additional equipment for harvesting rain water.

AMakrapara Child Development Center (EI-186)
AFatehpur Child Development Center (EI-191)
AAsha Kiran Child Development Center (EI-216)
AKoroya Child Development Center (EI- 217)%*
AChetna Children Development Center (EI-218)*
AKorla Child Development Center (EI-224)%*
ABethel Church Association (EI-309)
ABiharsharif Child Development Center (EI-310)*
ACSM Child Development Center (EI-404)*
AVishwa Jyoti Child Development Center (EI-414)%*
ANakitani Child Development Center (EI-435)
ACarmel Child Development Center (EI-501)
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